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Major Economies Meeting (MEM) and G8 Summit are over, and the results of the discussions at the Toyako
Summit were announced. It was expected for the G8 nations to promise the promotion of active global
warming prevention measures since climate change issues were the most important agenda of this Summit.
The expectations to the host nation Japan to gear the discussions towards a progressive outcome were great,
and there were many approaches made domestically as well as internationally by various stakeholders..

However, this expectation turned into a disappointment. The G8 communique released on the 8™ July,
included an abstract phrase, not making clear whether the G8 nations had agreed on the long-term target of
halving the emissions by 2050 without a base year. On top of that, they left the decision to be made at the
UN negotiations, implying that the decision needs to be made by the developing countries, without defining
their own responsibility. There were not any discussions on concrete energy conservation measures or goals
for implementing renewable energy either.

It was the same for the MEM initiated by the US, which was created to complement the UN negotiations.
The long-term target of halving the emission by 2050 that the developed countries wanted developing
countries to agree on was approved by only 3 nations.

Developing countries have already started actions for preventing climate change, and they have announced
that they are prepared to agree on the setting of the long-term goal if developed countries set the mid-term
target. However, the developed countries, namely Japan, US, Canada did not agree on the mid-term target
and thus, there was no agreement on any figure. Consequently, the claim by developed countries saying
GHG reduction cannot be done without the participation of developing countries is not correct.. It is the
developed countries that are hindering the agreement, especially Japan, US, and Canada.

The Toyako Summit failed to foster the momentum of preventing climate change worldwide. It was agreed
to continue the MEM, but such an assembly by only a limited number of countries which do not include the
most vulnerable countries such as the LDCs and SIDS should not be continued. What is required by the G8
countries is to recognize their historical responsibility for causing global warming, and to accelerate the UN
negotiations instead of having useless discussions outside the UN process.

To this end, G8 countries need to start taking actions today by immediately setting up a mid-term goal based
on the recommendation of the IPCC (for those without a mid-term target yet) and work towards bringing
forth a substantial agreement at COP15 held in Copenhagen, Demark in 2009.
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