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N G O P r e S S R e [ e a S e
For a Peaceful and Democratic Solution to the Current State of Zimbabwe

The Ruling Party Must Immediately End their Crackdown on Civil Society

With respect and solidarity to civil society in Zimbabwe for their nonviolent and democratic resistance
For emergency relief effort to the displaced and all that are facing the humanitarian crisis

\ Contact: Masaki Inaba (Africa Japan Forum) Phone: 090-1264-8110, E-mail: masaki.inaba@gmail.com \

Since the March 29 presidential and parliamentary election, the situation in Zimbabwe has become extremely worse. In the
presidential election and the parliamentary election, the ruling party, the Zimbabwe African National Union — Patriotic Front
(Zanu-PF), led by Robert Mugabe delayed the results of the election, and brought upon the country a state-sponsored
campaign of violence by military, state security forces and local militias. Upon these grounds, he has gone forth with the
presidential election by continuing with a run-off.

During the run-off election process, there was widespread and violent crackdown, including torture and murder on those
who supported the opposition party; such that a fair and just election is deemed impossible. On June 22, as a result of this
systematic crack down, opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai officially expressed his will to pull out of the election. He also
asked the international community to intervene and put Zimbabwe back on its feet. However, the run off election process
move forward without the official acknowledgement of Tvangirai’s request to pull out. Mugabe, who was the runner-up in
the March elections, came out “victorious”, and was inaugurated for his 5th term. The “victory” was a result of the
widespread and violent crackdown and the systematic reign of fear that led to the opposition candidate to withdraw. It is a
fraudulent election that lacks any legitimacy.

A solution to the current political and economic crisis must be found through democratic means. The run-off election
process is clearly fraudulent and violent, and under these circumstances, we do not accept the legitimacy of this Presidential
election. We call for the following solutions:

1.  To nullify the results of the run-off poll for this presidential election, and to hold a democratic presidential election
which is carried out under an independent election administration commission and monitored by independent election
observers (both national and international).

2. We respect and send our solidarity to the civil society of Zimbabwe for resisting in such a nonviolent and democratic
manner, despite living under this current reign of political, economic and humanitarian crisis. The Mugabe government
must immediately put an end to all crack down on civil society, and to bring to light the truth about the violence carried
out by state sponsored security forces, local militias and the military during the run-off election process.

3. The international community, especially the African Union (AU), South African Development Community (SADC),
and furthermore the United Nations (UN), must work in cooperation with civil society and widespread movements
inside and outside of Zimbabwe, to take on a more significant role as a leader in bringing forward an ending to this
crisis. The leaders of the G8, with the support of the UN and the UN Security Council, must provide further support to
the efforts of the SADC and the AU that has been acting as an intermediary to the current political crisis of Zimbabwe.

4. This current government, the economic crisis, and furthermore as a result of the continuing downward spiral of the
economic and political crisis that has continued since 2000, floods of Zimbabweans fled to neighboring countries.
Furthermore, the ever worsening poverty has created further constraint on internally displaced people. The
international community and international organizations must provide necessary and sufficient aid to all of these
people. Furthermore, they must ensure that deaths do not occur due to the lack of social and economic security, and
must prevent instability in neighboring countries brought about by the anticipated flow of refugees. In impoverished
areas of South Africa, poverty combined with the increase in the cost of fuel and food, which began last year, has
fueled violence against foreigners. They must provide protection so that Zimbabwean refugees do not become victims
of this attack.

Signatures
Africa Japan Forum, Africa & Shumpei Kambe Fellowship, JOICFP, Women and Health Network Japan, Japan Forum of Biodiversity, TICAD

Civil Society Forum, Hunger Free World, Health and Development Services (HANDS), Peace Boat, Human Rights Now?, Hottokenai Sekai no
Mazushisa (Don't let it be - World Poverty)
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(Additional Information) A solution that builds on the past:
Taking into account the origins of the crisis in Zimbabwe

The crisis in Zimbabwe that most perceived to have erupted in
2000, is first and foremost, the result of the iron fist rule of the
Mugabe government; however we must keep in mind the
historical and structural backdrop that lurks in the shadows of

this current economical and political breakdown in Zimbabwe.

If we do not create solutions that take into account the history
and structure of the problem, and we arise to the occasion that
Mugabe steps down and a new government is formed, there is
a possibility that Zimbabwe will slip back into crisis.

The root of the economic and political crisis that took place
since 2000 can be found by looking back at the history of
colonial rule of Zimbabwe. Through decades of colonialism
by the British, a system in which the minority white
colonizers monopolized the arable land, was constructed. In
1965, to safeguard the interest of the colonizers and supported
by constituencies of British settlers, Rhodesia made a
unilateral declaration of independence with Ian Smith as the
Prime Minister and established a government under white
minority rule. The British government did not recognize this
new government. After wars for liberation and discussion of
reconciliation and independence, led by the liberation
movement, Zimbabwe as a result gained independence in
1980. Prior to the independence of Zimbabwe, it signed the
Lancaster House Agreement. Under the ‘Willing Seller,
Willing Buyer’ principle of this agreement, the depleted
Zimbabwean Government could not afford to buy the land and
launch a land reform program in which land will be
distributed to the black small farmers that make up majority of
the population. Great Britain, recognizing the importance of
land reform, promised financial assistance after convening for
the Agreement. Yet this promise remains broken. The Mugabe
Government which led the post independent Zimbabwe,
believing Great Britain will fulfill its commitments, preserved
the principle. The Mugabe government, which chose the road
of cooperation with Great Britain and western countries, was
favored by the western world.

As the economy began to stall in the latter half of the 1980’s,
Mugabe’s government was forced to bind to Structural
Adjustment Policies after borrowing from the World Bank and
the IMF in the 1990’s. These policies heightened social
instability as they forced privatization, put an end to free
education, stopped access to healthcare and reduced the
quantity and quality of social services. The black farmers were
resentful as they believed that land distribution, which was
supposed to be the fruits of the struggle in the liberation
movement, was deemed impossible as a result of the
Lancaster House Agreement. As the Zimbabwe Government
made way into the 1990’s, they went ahead with revising the
policy to bring about land reform as Great Britain and the rest

of the international community looked away in apathy. In
1997, Clare Short, who was the International Development
Secretary to then British Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
Labour Party said, “I should make it clear that we do not
accept that Britain has special responsibility to meet the costs
of land purchase in Zimbabwe”, rejecting the promise of
financial assistance for land reform made during the time of
independence. The Mugabe government failed to
appropriately confront these barriers as they arose, which
hindered the governments ability to carry on true nation
building, including the issue of land reform. In 2000, now an
unpopular Mugabe government was backed into a corner after
failing to pass a referendum on the constitution combined with
the ever increasing political tensions, he jumped for land
reform to gain the support from veterans of the liberation
movement. This land reform that was without any sufficient
finance, planning and technological and agricultural expertise,
came down with an iron fist. Great Britain and the
international community who had always remained apathetic
to the Mugabe government that ran the nation
undemocratically since gaining its independence and well as
to Zimbabwe’s intervention into the civil war in DR Congo in
the latter half of the 1990°s, finally lambasted to this land
reform policy. Not until now have they taken on this current
position of open criticism.

The fault for the current political and economic crisis in
Zimbabwe, in historical terms, can not be all placed upon the
Mugabe government. The responsibility is placed on both;
Great Britain and furthermore the international community by
failing to place Zimbabwe as equal partners, and placing
colonialism and safeguarding their interests above a truly
independent Zimbabwe; and the Mugabe government which
failed to bring about true independence and nation building
that is beyond just political independence. This structure is, in
fact, similar to the structure of many Southern African
Countries.

As to the current economic and political crisis; the Mugabe
government is responsible as the final determinate that
brought Zimbabwe to the brink of destruction and for the
creation of this humanitarian crisis, and Great Britain and the
international community that is responsible for leading
Zimbabwe onto this path. They are all accomplices to the
current situation of Zimbabwe. In the post-Mugabe
government, the international community must aid in the
recovery of the economic crisis, and this time, for
development of a truly independent and dignified Zimbabwe.
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