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AFRICA, G8 AND OECD SEND KEY MESSAGES ON ACTION FOR DEVELOPMENT IN
AFRICA AHEAD OF HOKKAIDO TOYAKO G8 SUMMIT
- Special focus on climate change and poverty reduction -

Tokyo, 8 April 2008/1ore than 150 highiel representatives from African@dG®ECD countries
met in Tokyo this week to discuss key issues affecting Africa, ahead of the G8 Summit in Hokkaic
7-9 July.

AAfrican devel opment I's a gl obal i ssue that
Japanese Prime Mimigtasuo Fukada in a message delivered to participants mnkdimd @f

the Africa Partnership Fphatdon April-8 under the themefoMa ki ng a Vi brant
t hrough TI CAD 1| V an dMrG8kadd eakd kired inRFFoeetifngwhicewaso S u mmr
hosted by Japan as G8 Presideauigolayra particularly crucialgiléhe preparations for the G8
Summit

APF cdChairH.E. Ambassador New@ebreabof Ethiopianoted that during its two days of
deliberations, the APF hadsfieduat length the AU/NEPAD Action Plan, boosting economic growth
and poverty reduction, and environmental issues and climéatéAchangen sensus has b
to work together to accelerate growth, reduce poverty and collectively tacklensiee|aeiveese co

of climate change globally, d he said.

In his remarks to participdDESCD SecretaBeneral Angel Gursadthatwhilemany African
economies were growing at a faster rate than OECD mewntadenges were emerging that
knev no border, such as disease, climate change, mi
to create Ospaced6 for di al iopgrbaps mos importdantfiyg k n o w
building trust. 0 He s aikrddatvdlualie opportanitisfragard; a P a i
and thaits messages needed to be delivered to other iogpuotaimty international meetings
asTICADV,the Julg8summit, artdongoindN climate change negotiations.

African Union Commission&cohomic Affairs, H.E Nbaxwell kivezalaba, underscored the
importancef the AU/NEPAD Afrigation Rn and urged participants to have a candid discussion on
the Plan, with a viewsimplementation

AEconomy and ecol osgAPFaGhar RenyorGautsghe who empliasisedatihatl S
economic growth can be combined with an environmental agenda. He also underlined that govern
is a critical element for successful climate change mitigati@i@nd adapt

H.E Bafour AdjBiarwualGhanaian Ambassador to Japd®PF eGhairstressethe fact that to

achieve pspoor growth in African countries, more attention should be given to the prioritization of, &
support foproductey sectors such as agricultafegsiructure, ICT, asll as developing an
enabling environment for worsempowerment.



The key messages from the meeting were:

1 Urgent action is needed to combat climate chavigeh is a majbreat to development
in AfricaAlthough Africa is the continent éspsinsible for climate changmtributing a
mere 3.6% to global carbon dioxide eniigsisracutely vulnerable to its adverse, effects
which can hamper economic growth and poverty reduction and threaten human health &
security.More needs to tene to reduce global greenhouse eniisdidhe while helping
Africa meet its legitimate development m@ed® help the continent adape new risks
that climate chargggenders.

1 Current strong growth in Africa must be harnessed to redueetyp Although recent
growth rates in Africa are unprecedewrigdtering at over 5% annually over the past four
yearsi poverty rates have remained virtually unchanged (44.4% in 1990 and 44% in 2004
Strong political will on the part of botbpdexat partners and African governments is
essentidorfocuggon the seats that are critical for ammgeprgpoor growth: agriculture,
infrastructure, information and communication technolagies WI@The n 6 s econ
empowerment asttong bui from the private sector are also esserdgizuring that
growtiwilb enef it all of the continentds citize

1 The AU/NEPAD African Action Plan (AAP) outlines current priorities fopakfracdarly
those with high potential impact on regionafiantegnd requires-azdination at the
continental levéhe Plan embodies the AU/NEPAD principles of ownership and responsibility
and good governarfige African side undertook to mefsdreéevant institutions to update
the status of the projextder the AAP, clarifying which projects are already underway, where
key critical bottlenecks exist, and what needs to be done to unblock these bottleneck
Development partners noted that they are already supporting elements of AU/INEPAD AAF
their currd programes It was agreed the reviewed AAP and dtnstraintsvill be
discussed #te next APF, to be held in autumn 2008.

African and Japanese civil soe@tysentativesso took part in the meeting. cHadigngeAfrican

leaders to takeh e Af ri can c ont iandasket intermationahpartndisrto pdrthe d |
opportunity to fAlisten more, to understand mn
charge of their destinyo.

Meeting documents, speecheghantds will be availablewaiv.africapartnershipforum.org
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